WHAT IS CLiAIMED IS: 



1. y\A method of providing a call forwarding service, 
^ompr\sing: 

\ storing information on the amount of time a 
telephon\ is allowed to ring before a call to the 
telephone Vs forwarded; and 

forwarding a call to said telephone after the 
telephone rings for said amount of time. 

2. The methodNpf claim 1, further comprising: 

means rbr allowing a call forwarding service 
subscriber to set Vhe amount of time said telephone is 
allowed to ring before a call to said telephone is 
forwarded . \ 

3. The method of claiNri 2, wherein the stored 
information is a ring count and wherein said means for 
allowing a call forwarding service subscriber to set the 
amount of time said telephone is allowed to ring includes 
an interface for receiving \ing count information from 
said service subscriber via a telephone. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the stored 
information is a ring count andXwherein said means for 
allowing a call forwarding service subscriber to set the 
amount of time said telephone is kllowed to ring includes 
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5 an asnterface for receiving ring count information from 

6 said service subscriber via the Internet. 

1 5. The naethod of claim 1 wherein storing information on 

2 the amount tof time a telephone is allowed to ring before 

3 a call to tha telephone is forwarded includes: 

4 receiving ring count information from a 

5 telephone service subscriber; and 

6 storingVhe ring count information in a call 

7 processing record. \ 

1 6. The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

2 a voice mail system the voice mail system 

3 including: \ 

4 means for interfacisng with said telephone 

5 service subscriber; and \ 

6 means for modifying the stored ring count 

7 information in the call processing, record . 

1 7. The method of claim 1, wherein prior to forwarding 

2 said call the method further comprisesN 

3 setting a trigger on a telephone line coupled 

4 to said telephone; \ 

5 in response to activation of saia trigger by a 

6 call directed to said telephone, sending a message to a 

7 service control point; \ 

8 receiving a control message from said service 

9 control point; and \ 



\ in response to said message setting a timer 

used\o measure the amount of time the telephone rings. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

invresponse to the timer reaching said amount 
of time a telephone is allowed to ring, sending another 
message to the ^ervice control point; and 

receivmg a message from the service control 
point including a oelephone number to be used to forward 
said call. \ 

9. The method of clainKv, further comprising: 

operating the service control point to use a 
next event list to determin^ the telephone number to be 
used to forward said call. \ 

A call forwarding method, the method comprising: 

storing in a call proces.sing record information 
on the amount of time a telephone iiB allowed to ring 
before being forwarded; \ 

monitoring the amount of time said telephone is 
allowed to ring in response to a call; and 

forwarding said call when saidNcall goes 
unanswered for said amount of time. \ 

11. The call forwarding method of claim 10,\wherein the 
step of monitoring the amount of time said tertephone is 
allowed to ring includes: \ 




setting a timer at a telephone switch which is 
coupl^ to said telephone. 

12. The ckll forwarding method of claim 11, wherein said 
timer is a next event list timer. 

13. The call fof-warding method of claim 11, wherein the 
step of forwarding said call includes the step of: 

operatingN^ service control point coupled to 
said telephone switchXto cause said telephone switch to 
forward the call to a telephone number indicated by a 
next event list includedNtn said CPR. 

14. The call forwarding met\od of claim 13, further 
comprising the step of 

receiving said informa?^on on the amount of 
time a telephone is allowed to ring from a telephone 
service subscriber . 

15. The call forwarding method of cla\m 14, wherein said 
information is a ring count which indicates the number of 
times a phone is allowed to ring before skid call is 
forwarded . 



16. The call forwarding method of claim 15, ^herein 
receiving said information includes: 

receiving the ring count from the tele'^hone 
service subscriber via the Internet . 



17 \ The call forwarding method of claim 15, wherein 
recei\ing said information includes: 

\ receiving the ring count from the telephone 
service siihscriber in the form of DTMF input . 

18/ A telept^ne system capable of forwarding a call, 
^mprising: \ 

a telVphone for receiving calls; 

a servrce control point including information 
on the amount of t\me said telephone should be allowed to 
ring before forwarddSig a call directed to said telephone 
to another destination.; and 

a telephone sWitch coupled to said control 
point and to said telephone for detecting the amount of 
time said telephone rings amd for forwarding calls. 

19. The telephone system of olaim 18, further 
comprising: \ 

a plurality of call processing records stored 
at said service control point, one ot said call 
processing records corresponding to sa±d telephone and 
including said information on the amourrt of time said 
telephone should be allowed to ring. \ 



20. The telephone system of claim 19, wherein said 
information is ring count information. \ 



2l\ The telephone system of claim 20, further comprising 
meansNfor allowing a telephone service subscriber to set 
the ring\count information in the call processing record 
corresponding to said telephone, 

22. The telephone system of claim 20, wherein said means 
for allowing inotludes: 

an inte^iractive voice response peripheral device- 
coupled to said service control point. 

23. The telephone system of claim 22, wherein said means 
for allowing includes: 

an Internet acces"^ server coupled to said 
service control point. 

24. The telephone system of cla\m 22, wherein said means 
for allowing further includes: 

a voice mail peripheral d^ice including an 
interface for allowing said telephoned service subscriber 
to modify the ring count information in^ said service 
control point . 



